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l. GENERAL

During the firgt reporting quarter of Fisca Year 2006, IFES-Tgikisan's programming
centered on 1) obtaining gpprova from the Ministry of Education for the Civic Education
Textbook, 2) defining the monitoring methodologies to be employed during Year Three
of the cooperative agreement with USAID as IFES projects expand throughout the
country and 3) incorporating the Ministry of Education's growing interest in civic
education into IFES program implementations. IFES dso invested its efforts in
conolidating relaionships with its nationd counterparts, particularly the Minigtry of
Education and the Minigry of Foreign Affairs aswell asregiond and locd governments.

A notable success of this period was the Miniger of Education, Abdujabbor Rahmonov's
dedication to the review of Pats | and Il of the Civic Education Textbook. The
Miniger's interest and ongoing meetings with IFES aong with support from the Deputy
Miniger Rehimov' led to Presdent Emomai Rshmonov persondly reviewing and
goproving the Textbook. On December 1, 2005, IFES-Tgikigan received the formd
decison from the Minisry of Education authorizing IFES to print and distribute Parts |
and 1 of the Civic Educetion Textbook.

. PROGRAMMATIC ACTIVITIES

The Civic Education Textbook

The Civic Education Textbook was recognized as a beneficid resource for al the schools
of the Republic by the Minigry of Education. [IFES-Tgikistan received a formd letter of
goprova from the Ministry of Educaion to print and distribute Pats | and 1l of the
Textbook, to be used as supplementary materid in grades 911 and considered for possible
continuation as part of civics study in secondary schools.  Approval was received after
Presdent Emomdi Rahmonov persondly read Pat | of the textbook, which was
forwarded to the President by the Minisger of Education Abdujabbor Rahmonov. The
Miniger of Education finished reading both volumes of the Textbook prior to sending the
Textbook to the Presidential apparatus.

IFES has been continudly updating and revisng the Textbook by incorporaing the
Miniger of Education’s recommendations. The Textbook now feetures in its foreword
text of a naiond gpeech ddivered by Presdent Rahmonov to young persons in Tgikistan
The President’ s biographica profile and photograph were also added.

While waiting for gpprova for the Civic Education Textbook, IFES-Tgikistan redirected
its efforts to editing and redesgning the second edition of Pat | of the Teachers Guide.
New textboxes about water, ecology, drug prevention and HIV were inserted into the text.

! Deputy Minister Rahimov was appointed to this position after returning from the study tour to Romania
organized by IFES and the Academy for Educational Development and funded by USAID.



Textbook - Uzbek Language Edition

In the report for the previous quarter, IFES reported that the Uzbek language edition of the
Civic Education Textbook was digributed in Dushanbe, Khatlon Oblast, and the Didricts
of Republican Subordination IFES-Tgikistan finished the didribution of this edition of
the textbook at the beginning of this quarter. Eight hundred copies of the textbook and
twenty teacher guides were digtributed to mgor Uzbek medium schools throughout the

Sughd Oblast.

The following digtribution deta illugtrates the number of schools and students that received
the textbook:

Districts # of Schools # of Students # of Teachers
B. Ghafurov 1 18+ 1

J. Rasulov 12 726+ 12

K onibodom 1 57+ 1

IFES-Tqikisan dso initiated the process of teacher trainings for Year Three of the
cooperative agreement.  In patnership with the locd NGO Pulse, an organizaion with
professona experience in interactive teacher methodology, IFES concluded arangements
to provide 21 two-day teacher trainings in support of the IFES Civic Education Textbook
project at the beginning of the next quarter. The tranings will consst of a two-day
workshop that will introduce interactive teaching methods to the teachers from the IFES
pilot schools, which is a component of the USAID-funded Civic Education Textbook
project and governed by a Memorandum of Understanding between IFES and the Ministry
of Education of the Republic of Tgikigan. During the firsd quarter of fiscd year 2006,
IFES provided master training to 23 highly qudified trainers from Pulse to execute these
teecher trainings. The teacher trainings will be conducted in January 2006 in Dushanbe,
Nurobod, Jrgatol, Norak, Qurghonteppa, Kulob, Panjakent, Khujand and Istaravshan. The
schedule of trainings will be determined by IFES. Additiondly, IFES collaborated with
Pulse to develop quedtionnaires for monitoring the results of Student Action Committees,
Student Locd Government Days, and usage of the Civic Education Textbook (among
present and past students who have used it as part of a civics course). Monitoring and
evadudion for the Civic Education Textbook and other projects will be further eaborated
upon below.



Civic Education Textbook Monitoring

IFES-Taikigan hired highly qudified trainers on interactive teaching methodology to
execute the monitoring of the Civic Education Textbook in Sughd oblast. The monitoring
work plan for the Uzbek-language schools in Sughd oblast was prepared by the IFES-
Tgikigan Civic Education Textbook Coordinator. The monitoring will begin when the
next quarter commences. The IFES team developed entry and exit monitoring
questionnaires that are designed to invedtigate students knowledge in the pre- and post-
textbook study. Questionnaires monitoring the teachers on how they use and accept the
interactive teaching methodology were aso created. The IFES team developed a map
reflecting the civic education program throughout Taikistan induding the work plan for
the third year, such asthe one above. Similar maps were produced for the other programs.

During this quarter, students from school #28 in Dushanbe
graduated from the IFES Civic Education Textbook program. In
honor of this achievement, the school announced the following
week as the “Week of Human Rights” An internd school-based
Olympiad was organized on the topics the students learned from
the Textbook. IFES representatives participated in the opening
and closng ceremonies. IFES presented awards to the Olympiad
Students from school #28 winners, such as dictionaries and other learning materids for
celebrate their graduation furthering their education
holding an IFES textbook
IFES representatives received a warm reception from the school
and were invited to attend and observe students participate in a mode civic educetion
course udng the IFES maerids. To date, civic education courses have been monitored in
two different classes of 10" grade students in this specific school. |IFES observed the



dudents actively participaing in the class discusson and sharing the knowledge they have
ganed. Students described their class participation as a “free opportunity” and indicated
their pleasure that ther teecher gives them the opportunity to spesk their minds in the
classroom during the presentation of the lesson  The civic education teacher, a former
participant of IFES teacher trainings, commented to IFES that she has shared her
knowledge about interactive teaching methodology with her colleagues and they have dso
expressed interest in the subject.

SCHOOL BASED ACTIVITIES

IFES-Tqikisan demondrated its commitment to promoting activism among students and
the youth of Tagikigan by drengthening and building collaborative reationships with
qudified individuds and locd NGOs The am is to involve traners in working with the
dudents and in supporting the school based activities, such as the Student Action
Committees and the Student Local Government Days. In order to attract and hire highly
qudified traners on interactive teaching methodology, IFES-Tgikigan announced a
competition for the best trainers. This announcement was featured in the Asia-Plus weekly
publication, which is a widely circulated paper, as wel as on the three largest regiond
radio and teevison chamnds in Khalon, Sughd and Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous
Oblast (GBAO). The announcement generated a huge response; IFES-Tgikistan received
goplications from individuds and locd NGOs throughout the country and was able to
slect the most qudified traners on interactive teaching methodology. IFES sdlected two
trainers for each of the regions — Khatlon, Sughd, GBAO, Dushanbe and the DRS. Student
Action Committees and Student Locd Government Days will be implemented in those
regions under the supervison of IFES fidd representatives. These same trainers will aso
be involved in civic education textbook monitoring that begins in January.



The sdected traners who will be working on SAC, SLGD, and the Civic Educaion
Textbook programming received extendve traning from IFES-Tgikisan's programmatic
daff.  Tranes received indruction on how to execute the following functions and
goplications:
: Organizing and conducting new SAC and SLGD trainings,

Conducting new SLGD events with assstance from | FES representatives,

Assging exising SACsto implement SLGD events,

Following-up with exiging SACs,

Re-training exiging SACs;

Fallowing-up with previous SLGD participants, and

Monitoring usage of the Civic Education Textbook.

Modules, brochures, booklets and the other necessary training materids and supplies were
prepared and reproduced for each training separately. IFES fidd representatives
coordinated with the various government offices, the educationd departments, and school
adminigrations to ensure that these trainings and the programmatic activities will be
carried out.

The trainers duties and actions described above will be supplemented and supported by a
detailed report and recommendations from the traners on how the programs were
implemented and suggestions for improvement.  This report will be submitted to IFES
concurrently  during program implementation and the vdid contract period.  IFES-
Tgikistan dso monitors the trainers in addition to monitoring the activities.

IFES monitors programmatic activities by gahering information from questionnaires
completed during interviews with the dients of each program — the students, teachers,
school adminidration, parents and governmentd officids.  The sets of questionnaires for
monitoring and follow-up are given to trainers with ingructions on how to execute them.

The following chat indicates the generd seps involved in SAC and SLGD program
activities

New SAC & existing SAC New SLGD & SLGD by SAC
1) call to Education Department 1) CaII to Educalipn Department
2) Visit to Education Department 2) Visit to Education Department
3) Call to school 3) Call to Loca Government
4) Prenew SAC training and establishment | 4) Visit Loca Government for New SLGD
coordination (in school #) coordination.
a) Meeting director and 5) Visit Loca Government for SLGD by SAC
b) Choose mentor coordination
c) Meet Mentor 6) Pre-new SLGD training coordination in school.
d) with director& mentor choose 30 (The following info should be provided)
students a) list of students
d) Giving invitation for students b) name and contact information of the director
¢) address and contact information of the school
5) New SAC training-establishment d) chart for students distribution in the Local
a) Project Government
(The following info should be provided) 7)h Prtle-SLGD by SAC training coordination in
schoo




b) List of students with contact information

¢) Name of Mentor with contact
information

d) Name of Director with contact
information

€) Name of SAC Head with contact
information

6) New SAC monitoring
(The following questionnaires will be filled
through interview)
a) Questionnaire to Director
b) Questionnaire to Mentor
¢) Questionnaireto SAC Head
d) Questionnaire to teacher
€) Questionnaire to parents
7) Existing SAC monitoring
a) Questionnaire to Director
b) Questionnaire to Mentor
¢) Questionnaireto SAC Head
d) Questionnaire to teacher
€) Questionnaire to parents
8) Pre-existing SAC re-training coordination
a) call to school
b) visit the school
¢) meet the director
d) invitation for students
9) Exigting SAC re-training

a) list of students
b) name and contact information of the director
¢) address and contact information of the school
d) chart for students distribution in the Local
Govemnmment
8) New SLGD training
a) list of students
b) name and contact information of the director
¢) address and contact information of the school
d) chart for students distribution in the Local
Government
9) SLGD by SAC training
a) list of students
b) name and contact information of the director
¢) address and contact information of the school
d) chart fro students distribution in the Local
Government
10) New SLGD implementation
a) list of students and contact information
b) list of Government Officials and contact
information
¢) Preparethefinal chart
11) SLGD by SAC implementation
a) list of students and contact information
b) list of Government Officials and contact
information
c) Prepare thefinal chart
12) New SLGD monitoring
a) questionnaires for Government Officias
b) questionnaires-Entry, exit, for students
C) questionnaires for teacher
d) questionnaires for parents
13) New SLGD by SAC monitoring
a) gquestionnaires for Government Officials
b) questionnaires-Entry, exit for students
C) questionnaires for teacher
d) questionnaires for parents

STUDENT ACTION COMMITTEES (SACs)

IFES-Tgikigan successfully executed <Sudent action committee training seminars  that
resulted in the birth of new SACs in schools throughout the country. IFES-Tgikistan
receved expressons of gratitude from the school directors for having involved ther
schools in the program and expressed their readiness to support the SACs, epecidly from
the directors of schools #6 and 11 in Mascho. They indicated their desre for more
information about SAC projects and to participate in the trainings. Director of Shool #11,
Nurova Sabohat, offered to persondly become a SAC mentor, because she has
conceptudized an idea to organize an ethnographic club with the students and is eager to
implement it. Sabohat is the member of the Journalists Union of Tajikistan and possesses
21 years of experience in leading the community. As for Shool #6, the Director suggested
that the Law and History teacher should become the SAC mentor. This teacher was a



paticipant of an IFES civic education traning course in 2004. He gladly accepted the
respongbility for the new SAC and made active contributions to the group work and in
organizing coffee bresks.

IFES-Tgikigan successfully caried out SAC tranings in Qurghonteppa, Kolkhozobod,
and Vakhsh of Khatlon oblast. The edablishment of eight new SACs was the result.  After
the trainings, students voted to sdect the Head for their SAC. Now d of the SACs each
have 31 members who have received additiond traning handouts and initisted ther
program activities.

Following the successful implementation of the trainings, IFES-Tgikisan opened three
new SACs in Dushanbe and a totd of sx in the DRS, including two in Varzob, two in
Sharinav, one in Vahda, and one in Hissor. Another five SACs were edtablished in
GBAO, including three in Khorog, one in Rushan, and one in Shughnan.

Other SACs were organized in Schools #6, 7 and 16 in the Khujand district of Sughd
oblast. Before the SAC presidentid dection at school #6, the SAC presdents from the
eight schools of Khujand and one from Gafurov district made a presentation on their SAC
achievements.

In Sarband didtrict, a SAC organized trainings and established a Student Action Gommittee
in aother school. IFES representative visted the new SAC with the purpose of monitoring
it. The representatives aso discussed with the SAC members how to prepare work plans
and to carry out projects. The SAC was provided with the necessary materids. During its
fira month, the SAC organized a quiz a the school devoted to the “International Day of
Fight agang HIV/AIDS” The topic of HIV/AIDS was a subject other SACs organized
eventsfor aswell.

Additiondly, many students who participated in the Democracy Summer Camps of 2005
worked to open new SACs in therr schools and to implement activities accordingly. These
SACs have prepared monthly reports on ther activities and have submitted them to the
IFES fiedld offices. The chart in Appendix A detals these SAC's activities for the firgt
quarter of Fisca Year 2006. Based on the submitted reports, IFES expects these SACs to
continue programmetic activities throughout the yeer.

SAC Programmatic Activities and Endeavors

Seventeen SAC members participated in a seminar on HIV prevention organized by the
State Committee on Youth Affars. The Gymnasum administration supported the students
in preparing their presentations on what they learned about HIV/AIDS. The Gymnasum
aso organized a quiz compdtition in honor of the “Internationd Day of Fght agangt
HIV/AIDS,” SAC gdudents from Gymnasum #53 won firs place among the students from
the Somoni didrict of Dushanbe and received second place among dl of the Dushanbe
schools. SACs of the Gymnasium have been implanting projects since 2000.



The fird success sory from SAC from Gymnasum #53 occurred when students raised
funding to renovate the sports grounds by holding a “Miss Autumn” ceremony. Ther other
successes included rasng money for war veterans and poor children in their neighborhood
through entertanment shows.  The succesful activities of these sudents caught the
atention of younger suderts in the junior grades who subsequently joined the SAC
membership a their Gymnasum. Seventh through eghth grade students from afternoon
shift voluntarily contributed to the SAC activities in the mornings.

IFES-Tgikisan was invited by SACs in the Vose didrict to participate in a sports
competition organized by the dudents. The event was a soccer match between SAC
members from Schools #1 and #10. |FES congratulated the winners and awarded them a
specid trophy. The other team was dso given two bdls.

Charities were a popular theme for many SACs.  Seventeen SAC heads from the four
digricts of Sughd oblast united to establish a charity under the name, “Hedping Hand to
Orphans,” prior to the Mudim Holiday of Ramadan. The SAC heads collected clothes,
sationary, footwear, toys, and food. They then distributed these items to Orphanage #1 in
Shurob, Khujand. More than five hundred students contributed to the charity action and
donated on their own accord a ‘Ftri ruza,” which is a charity gift Mudims give to the poor
at the end of Ramadan, to more than one hundred orphans.

Fourteen of these orphans from the Shurob orphanage were invited to Khujand to be guests
a IFES office. The SAC students used their budget to take these orphans out to lunch and
to vigt higorica placesin the Khujand didtrict.

The SAC from School #18 in the Shahrinav didrict dso implemented a charity. Students
collected money and food and distributed them to a neighboring orphanage. The students
adso organized an entetainment show featuring a concert, short plays and games for the
orphans.

Local Olympiad

IFES-Tgikisan successfully implemented another locd Olympiad on Civic Education and
Rights in the Sarband digtrict of the Khatlon region. Nine students from School #1 and
School #2 in the Sarband didtrict participated in this event. The competition was divided
into three segments — a written test where students individually participated, a quick answer
sesson, and problem exercises where students worked in groups to discover the best
solutions.  Although the team from School #2 proved competent, the group from School #1
won the Olympiad with 50% more points. Both teams received congratulations from the
juries and were awarded prizes.

Follow-up Activities

IFES Fedd Coordinator in Khujand continued receiving SAC heads and SAC Fair
participants in order to provide them with consultation services for ther activities One
savice induded a specid seminar entitled, “How to Write a Good Project,” which taught
sudents how to choose topics for writing projects. Twelve SAC heads and four active



members paticipated in this writing seminar.  Students were dso given the option of taking
a test with the purpose of helping the students develop and recognize idess for a project as
well as creating a budget for the projects implementation. IFES encouraged the students
to implement a least one project for each SAC and to find a sponsor for it. Students
indicated that they will prepare projects and present them to IFES Coordinator for
evauation and consderation

STUDENT LOCAL GOVERNMENT DAYS (SLGDs)

New Student Loca Government Days (SLGDs) were successfully implemented during the
quarter in three didricts of Sughd oblast — Shahristan, Mascho, and Taboshar. Each event
involved ten sudents while sx government officdds from Shahrisan and five offidds
from both Mascho and Taboshar didtricts participated.

The SLGD events occurred after the trainings where students learned about the unique
opportunity offered by SLGDs and their chance to gain as much knowledge as they can
during the events. |FES recelved severd comments from students that demonstrated their
newly acquired knowledge, satisfaction and gratitude for the program.

In the GBAO, new SLGD events were established in Schools #20 and 12 in the Shughnan
digrict during December. In Khatlon oblast, two new SLGDs were created in the
Kolkhozobod and Vakhsh digricts.  Ten students from School #2 worked in three different
departments hogted by five officas in Kolkhozobod while ten students from School #2
participated in the SLGD hosted by two locd officidsin the Vakhsh didtrict.

In order to monitor the dudents behaviord change, parents and teachers will be
interviewed in follow- up sessons. This monitoring will happen in January.

SLGDs Designed and I mplemented by SACs

The SAC from Lyceum #1 in the Kulyab didrict of Khatlon oblast successfully
implemented a Student Locd Government Day during the quarter. Eight Sudents,
comprised of six boys and two girls, and five government officids participated. The head
of the Charman's adminidration received the sudents in his office and introduced them to
the locd government depatments and ther responsbiliies He aso discussed the
activities of the locd Hukumat. The students were then assgned to five different
departments to learn about their respective functions. For example, the SAC Head was
introduced to the State Committee on Youth Affars in the Kulyab digtrict and asssted this
committee head in some of his tasks for the day. Ovedl, the locd officals were
impressed by and highly valued the students knowledge and taents. They invited the
students back to work in their departments after school hours.

Other SLGD events were successfully implemented by the SACs in Schools #3, 4, and 6in

the Kurgan-Tube digtrict of the Khatlon Oblast. Five students were hosted by two or three
locd officds a each event. In the Sughd oblast, the SAC from School #33 in the
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Ghafurov didrict also organized an effective SLGD. Six dudents worked in three of the
departments and three locd officias participated.

Both dudents and the govenment officds expressed podtive feedback in  ther
questionnaires when interviewed for monitoring purposes.  The Manager of the Executive
Department of Hukumat sated, “It is a good job; it can increase students wishes towards
governing activities. Students acquainted with government work and their outlook about
the rdation of the officdas and the people will improve” The head of the Charman's
adminigtration emphasized hisimpression of the students' curiosity:

“One of the students asked me how long | have been working in this
position and what all the changes | have contributed to. | had to report [to]
him my accomplishments.”

He a0 highlighted that:

“(The S.GD) has a positive impact, because students not only [have the]
opportunity to enter the Hukumat building but they learned the work of the
Hukumat. It helps them realize that it takes a solid knowledge and a sense
of responsibility to work in the government. S.GD creates a sense of
cooperation in students with Government, and produces courage on youths
thoughts.”

The locd officids suggested increesng the implementation of these internships and
involving sudents more in socid organizations in order to hep them become active and
aware citizens.

IFES bdieves that this kind of programmatic crossover, which involves vesting leadership

and organizationd responshility in the dudents themsdves, is just what is needed to
ensure the sustainability and further growth of the project in the future.

DEMOCRACY SUMMER CAMP (DSC)
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The IFES team worked to reflect nationd and regiond Democracy Summer Camp
programs for Fisca Year 2006 in the above map, which shows the locations of past student
involvement and planned programmetic endeavors.

STUDENT CONVERSTATION CLUBS (SCCs)

During the firgt reporting quarter of Fiscd Year 2006, Student Conversation Clubs (SCCs)
were established throughout Tgikisan with discussion topics ranging from youth culture to
the United Nation's 60" anniversary. SCCs dso expanded and transformed their
discusson from words into actions. One SSC from the Tgik State Nationa University
conceptudized and implemented a charity.

At the end of the academic year 2004-2005, a SCC was established at the State University
of Qurghonteppa. This SCC had one discusson event.  Since this club lacked experience
in leading discussons, IFES-Tgikistan rendered consultation services to the group. IFES
Project Intern in Qurghonteppa met with the members, induding the director, and carried
out a training seminar outlining how to write a work plan, sdect the theme, invite guest
gpeakers and take other necessary actions.

Following this seminar, the SCC held therr firsg event. They invited Abdumgid Sanginov,
an expat from the Committee on Employment for Population a the Hukumat of the
Khatlon region, to be the guest spesker. Eighteen universty students gathered together to
discuss the theme of Youth Culture. The guest spesker possessed extensive experience on
this subject and good andyticd <kills related to youth behavior in a modern society.
Abdumgid Sanginov shared his many rich experiences from the internaiond seminars in
which he participated.

One of the mogt active SCCs was the club at the Tgik State Nationd Universty. The
students invited experts from the locd NGO Positive, which collaborates with the



International Organization for Migraion, to present a seminar on labor migration and
humen trafficking. Forty students participated in this seminar and dl of them activdy
participated in the discussons. At the end of the seminar, the participants watched a
documentary film showing the hardship Tgjik migrants face in Russa

A dudent of this SCC dso met with IFES-Tgikistan representatives to discuss the SCC's
efforts in promating an informationa space a the univerdty. This SCC is committed to
providing timey news in order to inform other students about current afars in Tgikigan
and abroad. This student was the coordinator of the “News Corner,” a resource center
organized by this SCC. He requested IFES assgance in researching and identifying
rdevant news for the universty sudents. IFES supported this idea and agreed to review
the local weekly papers and the internet in order to contribute to the News Corner.

This SCC is dso planning to celebrate the 60 anniversary of the United Nations. An
IFES-Taikistan representative participated in the brangorming meeting for this discusson
event. The discusson will revolve around the United Nation's work during the last sixty
years and in the future.

In November, the SCC from the Tgik-Russan Savonic Universty established a charity
with the intention of colleting noney, clothes, and bod for various orphanages or for ederly
citizens who are not often able to leave thaer homes. The dudents cdled this charity, “We
Help People,” project. IFES assged this SCC logidicdly and in printing the
announcements for advertisng this charity. The students, however, did not limit themsdves
to poding flyers around their universty; they displayed great credtivity and dedication in
thelr public rdations campaign. Students arranged a group of musicians to play guitars and
to dng ther sngs outdde the universty complex. These songs effectively attracted
pedestrians to their cause and to donate. The students received a significant portion of their
budget from the attention they received while carrying big posters announcing their charity.

Within three weeks, the sudents collected more than 600 Tgik Somoni (which is
goproximately $200) and severd boxes of shoes and articles of clothing for ederly citizens.
IFES provided the SCC members transportation to and from the retirement community in
Vahdat didrict. Students spent the whole day with the senior citizens didtributing the
donations and performing a music program filled with guitar playing, singing, and dancing.
The senior citizens expressed ther gratitude to the students through blessngs and sharing
ther life dories.

SCC members also bought food and prepared lunches for 93 people. They persondly
sarved the meds to the senior citizens Media representatives participated in this charity
and the student’s efforts were broadcasted on the televison channd “Safina”  The program
featured the students activities, a speech by the head of the retirement community, and the
senior citizens thanking the students for their generosity.
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IIl.  MATERIALSPRODUCED?

> Checklist for SAC coordination activities

> Checkligt for SLGD coordination activities

> Update of SAC manud

> Module for the implementation of the SAC trainings

> SAC Monitoring questionnaires for the mentor, head, teacher, and the school
adminigrations

> SLGD Monitoring questionnaire for the entry and exit sudents as well as for the
parents and the loca government officids

V.  PARTNERS

MAJLISI OLI AND THE INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION

IFES-Tgikigan Chief of Paty Katherine Miller, the Communications Coordinator, and
the Progran/Adminidrative Assgtant vidted the Paliament of the Republic of Tgikigan
on December 9, 2005. The Head of the Depatment on Europe and America of the
Minigry of Foreign Affars, Chief Ismaullo Nasriddinov, informed IFES-Tgikisan of the
Mglis Qli’'s request for an gppointment with the Chief of Paty. Other meeting attendees
induded Mr. Asomiddin Saidov, Charman of the Committee on the Internationa
Rdations, Public Associations and Information and his Deputy Mr. Olimjon Sdimov. At
the megting, Mr. Saidov officidly requested Katherine Mliler to help in the trandation and
printing of the Human Rights Handbook, a document the Mglis Oli and the members of
the Inter-Parliamentarian Union recently received. This Handbook provides concise yet
comprehensve informaion on the meening of human rights according to exiding
internationa  and regiond treaties on human rights ~ Recommendations on how the
Parliamentarians can contribute to the protection of human rights are dso included. The
Handbook will dso be didributed to universty libraries throughout Tgikistan.
Ambassador Graeme Loten of the British Embassy has agreed to fund IFES trandaion
and printing of the Human Rights Handbook.

The project has clear complimentary and add-on vaue for IFES work on the Student
Paliament Day project and promises to help fecllitate even closer reations with the
paliament. During the medling with Mr. Saidov, discussons aso revolved around the
further continuation and development of IFES Student Parliament Day program. Many
topics of the Human Rights Handbook can be a cornerstone for future Student Parliament
Day events. It was agreed upon that the Committee on International Redations will
collaborate with IFES in promoting SPD events during the second hdf of this academic
year.

2 Provided upon request
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U.S. AMBASSADOR TO TAJIKISTAN RICHARD HOAGLAND

Chief of Paty Katherine Miller was invited to atend an annud reception a the U.S.
Ambassador to Tgikisan Richad Hoagland’'s home in honor of the 16 officids from the
Minigry of Foreign Affars who are paticipating in Georgetown Universty’s Diplomatic
Traning program. The Chief of Paty was adso invited to this event last year where she
spoke about IFES eections work, civic education programs, and its cooperation with the
Tgikisani government. During this year's event, the Chief of Paty met with Ambassador
Steven Steiner from the Office Under Secretary of State for Democracy and Globd Affairs
who mentioned that hisdivision is pleased with IFES- Tgikistan's program activities.

The Chigf of Paty dso met with Chief lsmaullo Nasriddinov from the Department on the
U.S. and Europe of he Minigry of Foreign Affars Chief Nasriddinov appreciated IFES
continua contact and coordination with the various Minidries He indicated that the
Minigry of Foreign Affars has been having a number of problems with the mgority of
internationd  NGOs and that he has approached the U.S. Embassy Deputy Chief of
Misson Thomas Armbruster to hdp them organize a meeting with these NGOs. Chief
Nasriddinov requested Katherine Miller to be a guest spesker at this meeting and to help
the Minisry underdand why IFES has absolutdy no problems with the Tagikigani
government.  Katherine Miller was dso invited to the Ministry of Foreign Affars in order
to discuss dections work.

When the Chief of Party met with the U.S. Ambassador Hoagland after the reception, they
discussed eection drategies that are currently being utilized and plans for conducting voter
education and pollworkers trainings. The Ambassador expressed interest and indicated he
will begin contacting the U.S. State Department about these plans.

THE UNITED NATIONS TAJIKISTAN OFFICE OF PEACE-BUILDING (UNTOP)

Chief of Paty Katherine Muller met with the United Nations Tgikisan Office of Peace-
building (UNTOP) Ambassador Vladimir Sotirov to discuss issues related to the upcoming
Presidential eection in 2006. The Ambassador commented that the United Nations has not
yet determined its role in the dections. He mentioned that the Minidry of Foreign Affars
has requested UNTORP to create an observation misson for the dections.  This observation
misson will only occur if the U.N. Secretary Generd produces the necessary decree.
UNTORP is waiting for a mission to arrive in Dushanbe in December before they make ther
find decison.

V. OTHER

IFES' DIRECTOR OF EUROPE & ASIA MICHAEL SVETLIK

IFES Director of Europe & Asa, Michad Svelik, visted IFES-Tgikisan on December 5,
2005. During his two day vigt, Svetlik attended a series of meetings with the Presdentia
agoparatus, the Minigry of Education, the Minisry of Foreign Affairs, and the Embassy of
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the United States in Tgikisan. Katherine Miller accompanied Svetlik to the Presdentia
Apparatus meeting with Presdentid advisors Karamatullo Olimov and Said Ahmedov.
Mr. Olimov presented Tgikistan's gpproach to democracy development in terms of the
socid and political spheres. He dso emphasized IFES cooperdtion with the Presdentid
Apparatus and their work during the 2005 parliamentary dections. Discussons about the
presdential dectionswill begin in January 2006.

During Michad Svellik's vigt to the Minisry of Education, Minisger Abdujabbor
Rahmonov thanked IFES for its had work in area of education in Tgikisan He
mentioned that he had persondly read the Civic Education Textbook and provided
recommendations for it. Miniger Rahmonov stressed that IFES and the Minisry of
Education should continue to work widdy with the secondary schools throughout the
country and suggested that activities be enhanced by incorporating higher education
inditutions.

FOLLOW-UP MEETING WITH MINISTER OF EDUCATION

IFES Board Member Leon Weil praised Tgikistan's Miniser of Education, Abdujabbor
Rahmonov, for his support of IFES civic education projects during a meeting in New York
City. Rahmonov headlined a Tgik dedegation vidting the United Nations in mid-
December. Joining Ambassador Well in the meeting with the Minister was IFES' Program
Manager Anthony Bowyer, who supported Ambassador Waell's statement of commitment
to promoting democracy development in Tgikistan through education programs for youth.
Miniger Rahmonov, who recently approved wider school digtribution of IFES civics text,
held a private discusson with Bowyer afterwards to discuss the details of the IFES project
and future plans. The Minger expressed a srong interest in IFES continuing its work
beyond the current year in order to support his efforts in promoting civics as a course of
sudy in the nationd curriculum.

|IFES GLOBAL WORKSHOP AND CIVIL SOCIETY SUMMIT

Chief of Paty Katherine Miller paticipated in the IFES Globa Workshop, held in
Washington DC on October 35, 2005. For the first time, IFES staff from across the globe
came together with DC gaff to share informeation, andyze best practices, acquire new skills
and forge relationships across regions. Chiefs of parties and locd gaff from more than
twenty countries paticipated in this event. During the Workshop, Katherine Mliler
presented |FES-Tgjikistan’ s program and activities.
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Katherine Muller aso paticipated in the IFES Civil Society Summit held in Washington,
DC on October 6-7, 2005. The Summit brought together civil society experts,
representatives  from the internationd  development community, and leaders from  civil
society  organizations from dl over the world to examine the trends and chalenges
concerning civil sodily in the 21% century. The purpose of this summit was to discuss
methods to improve the design and implementation of democracy assstance supporting
cvil socety organizations and citizens focused on good governance. The other purpose
was to provide a forum for fruitful exchanges between civil society representatives from
the developing world, academics, donors and IFES staff.

While Kaherine Miller was in Washington, DC, she attended a saries of externd
meetings. She met with the Deputy Ambassador of the Republic of Tgikisan in the
United States of America.  This meeting took place a the Embassy of the Republic of
Tgikigan in the USA while the Tgik Ambassador was away in Tgikigan. During this
mesting, IFES-Tgjikistan' s programs and activities were discussed.

Program Manager Anthony Bower and Chief of Paty Kaherine Miller met with Cheryl
Clayton and Catherine L. Kuchta-Hdbling from the DRL-PHD divison a the State
Department.  Their discusson centered on IFES-Tgikian programmatic activities and
progressin the development of a country strategy for Tgikistan for 2006.

VI. ISSUESAND PROBLEMS

Ganing the approvad of the Ministry of Education to print the revised textbook and
inroduce it to an expanded number of schools in 2005-2006 represented a maor step
forward for IFES in its civic education work. Still, many obdacles remain such as the
datus of civics as pat of the nationd curriculum. A World Bank-sponsored project has
been in place that seeks to reduce the tota number of courses in the nationd curriculum,
and it is uncler whether civics will survive as a gand-aone course.  But discussons over
the future course offerings are underway, and IFES has an opportunity to contribute to the
discussons (by invitation of the Miniger himsdf) over the next severd months.  The
Minigry indicated that it was working on a new work plan for 2006 and beyond, and
expresses the strong preference to have IFES as one of a handful of internationd assstance
providers within it. The scheduled expiration of IFES Cooperative Agreement extenson
on October 1 has not dlowed IFES to conduct long-term planning in the area of education
assistance, which would extend beyond the secondary school.

The politicd dtudion in the country remained dSable during the quater dthough a
somewhat tense atmosphere prevailed for internationd assistance providers.  IFES was not
affected by this to the degree that other providers were, though it did demand vigilance in
ganing pemisson from loca patnes incduding education officas and loca Hukumats
themsdves, to conduct training activities or student extracurricular projects. IFES makes a
routine habit of working with locd officids so the requirement, though arduous and
cumbersome, was not something new.
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VII.

PERFORMANCE MONITORING

Performance Indicator Definition Data Source Datafor Q-1aof FY06 PROJECTIONS
Indicator & Unit of Measure FOR FY 06 AS
PER
WORKPLAN
Civic Education Textbook and Course
# of New Students | Student Participation | Participating New studentsto be 13.500 new students
Participating in and Reach of the Schools introduced to book from 450 schools
the Civic Textbook and New upon approval, gained participating in the
Education Course | Teaching in November, and project
Methodol ogies Teacher Training, to
take place in January
2006.
# of New Teachers participated | Report on Trainerstrained. 15 teacher trainings
Teachers trained inthetraining trainings: list Teachersto be trained
for the Civic of participants | in January 2006.
Education Course
Student Action Committees (SACs)
# New Students Student Participation | Teachers/ 978 new students: 800 new students
Participating in and Reach of Mentors 543 girls
SACs (#of Extracurricular Civic
Women) Education Activities
# of SACsFormed | Reach and Teachers/ 35 new SACsin12new | 30new SACsin 10
(# of Activities) Activeness of SACs | Mentors communities additional
communities.
One national SAC
exchange
conference held

Student Local Government Day (SLGD)

# of Students (# of | Student Participation | IFES 70 new students 150 new students
Government and Reach of 7new SLGD 15new SLGD
Officials) Extracurricular Civic 5S.GD by existing 23 SLGD by
Participating in Education Activities SAC existing SAC
9.GD That Promote Real-

LifeLearning
# of Hitson the Awareness and IFES
Website Interest in IFES

Resources

Student Conversation Clubsand Student Parliament Day

# New Students Participation IFES 3 SCC eventswere Increase number of

Participating in SCCs | and Reach of conducted conversation clubs

(# of Womenin SCCs 78 students to 75 studentsin

SCCs) eachat 7
universities.

#of New SCC Events | Reach of SCCs | IFES 3 SCC eventswere 3SPD
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conducted 25 students
participated in each
event

Democracy Summer Camps
# of Students Student IFES 3 national camps
Applying for Summer | Participation, 1regiona camp
Camps (# of Awareness, and 300 participants
Participants) Interest in

Extracurricular

Civic Education

Activities
% of Studentswitha | Increased IFES % of students with
Better Understanding | Understanding better understanding
of Democratic Vaues | of the Rights of democratic

and values

Responsihilities

of Citizens

Who Value

Democracy
% of Students Impact or IFES % of students who
Expressing Interest in | Extracurricular demonstrate
Civic Activism Civic Education improved civic

Activities on activism

Behavior

APPENDIX A
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NEW STUDENT ACTION COMMITEESDEVELOPED BY 2005 DEMOCRACY SUMMER CAMP PARTICIPANTS

District, Oblast | School name/ | Date of # of Head (elected by | Mentor Activities
number members | whole school
establishment senior students)
Khujand, Sughd | Gymnasum# | October 2005 | 40 Muhammadjonov | Sharipova | Organized a scientific conference devoted to the
1 Ghafurjon Sahlo birthday of the Tgjik scientist Muhammad Osimi;
Organized sport competitions between schools.
Gafurov, Sughd | School # 28 October 2005 | 30 Ismoilova Pulotova Joined the project Caring Hearts and hel ped the
Sunnatniso Gavhar orphansin Isfara digtrict;
Organized sport competitions between schoals;
Helped in cotton picking campaign to the
community.

| staravshan, Lyceum # 1 October 2005 | 10 Rahmonberdyev Habibov Organized around table discussion on Democracy

Sughd Farukh and Y outh rights; Competition for the tidiest
classroom at school.

Ghonchi, Sughd | School # 16 October 2005 | 35 Azimova Nargis Organized a Quiz-“Who knows Rights better?’
Best essay competition on “My first teacher”,
devoted to Teachers Day, Conference devoted to
the birthday of Tgjik Classical literature A.
Rudaki, established a school wall paper targeted
educating students of less knowledge.

Qurghonteppa, Lyceum # 1 October 2005 | 15 Halimov Jabbor Saidova Organizing sanitation days and hygiene events at

Khatlon Zebuniso school; Poetry reading.




